May 21, 2025

The Honorable Mike Johnson The Honorable Bruce Westerman
Speaker Chairman

House of Representatives House Committee on Natural Resources
H-232, The Capitol 1324 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Hakeem Jeffries The Honorable Jared Huffman
Minority Leader Ranking Member

House of Representatives House Committee on Natural Resources
2267 Rayburn House Office Building 1332 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Re:  Oppose Public Lands Sell-off in Reconciliation and Future Legislation
Dear Representative,

On behalf of our organizations and the many millions of Americans they represent, we write to
express our strong opposition to the amendment added by Rep. Amodei to the House Natural
Resources Reconciliation provisions that would mandate the sale of over half of million acres of
public lands, an area as large Great Smoky Mountains National Park. This amendment was
added at the 11th hour, literally, to a bill that had already been characterized as the worst in
history for the environment by many Members of the Committee. We urge Congress to reject the
House Resources reconciliation bill and the public land sales it legislates.

A fire sale of public lands of this scope has never occurred in this nation’s history and would
indiscriminately sacrifice countless acres of lands that provide important wildlife habitat, provide
recreation and hunting opportunities, and are home to irreplaceable cultural resources of
numerous Native American cultures. This bargain-basement auction of our nation’s natural
heritage under the sham of paying for tax cuts to billionaires is simply reprehensible and un-
American, and we therefore urge you to oppose this legislation and this pernicious amendment.

Under this legislation, future public land sales in Clark County Nevada would amount to over
100,000 acres. The lands that would be disposed of are habitat for the federally protected desert
tortoise, and are beloved by countless people for recreation opportunities close to Las Vegas. If
this provision becomes law, an area the size of St. Louis would be created in the desert,
worsening urban sprawl, air pollution and increasing the urban heat island effect of Las Vegas.
Rather than encouraging responsible city planning and development that benefits all
communities, this massive expansion of Las Vegas would reduce the quality of living in the
region.

The sale of public lands in Pershing County Nevada are also of grave concern, with roughly
335,000 acres of public land on either side of the Humboldt River, one of the most important



wildlife supporting rivers in northern Nevada at risk. Selling these lands would recklessly convey
tens of thousands of acres of land with mining claims on it, giving land to mining companies
carte blanche to develop these lands and put communities at risk with zero environmental
oversight. Similarly, selling 53,000 acres of public lands land sales in Washoe County and Lyon
County that would fuel urban sprawl.

Finally, the legislation would sell public lands to Washington County, Utah to construct the Lake
Powell Pipeline. This disastrous project, which has never been permitted, would siphon 27
billion gallons per year from the Colorado River, undermining water supplies in southern
California, Nevada and Arizona to fuel unsustainable sprawl in St. George, Utah. With river
supplies dwindling and near-unanimous opposition from across the Colorado River Basin, this
public lands giveaway endanger the well-being and livelihoods of tens of millions of people who
use water from this precarious resource downstream of Utah.

The unprecedented sales of public lands now found within the House Natural Resource
Committee’s reconciliation package would ruin our national heritage, fuel urban sprawl, and lead
to water shortages — all to fund tax cuts for billionaires. We urge you to oppose this legislation in
any future vote in the House of Representatives.

Sincerely,
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