
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 11, 2023 

 

San Diego Regional Water Quality Control Board 

Attn: Vicente Rodriguez  

2375 Northside Drive, Suite 100 

San Diego, CA 92108-2700  

 

Via Email to SanDiego@waterboards.ca.gov   

 

 

Re:  CERF and San Diego Coastkeeper Comments on Revised Tentative Time 

Schedule Order No. R9-2023-0189 

 

 

To Chair Cantú and the Members of the San Diego Regional Water Quality Control Board, 

 

Coastkeeper and CERF thank Regional Board Staff for responding to our comments on the 

Tentative Time Schedule Order No. R9-2023-0189 (“TSO”), and for elevating this matter for 

Board consideration at the December 18, 2023 Special Meeting, as this issue continues to be of 

paramount importance. In response to the Revised TSO, and associated Executive Officer 

Summary Report, CERF and Coastkeeper submit the ensuing comments and follow-up 

questions.  

 

Directive 2 Tasks and Interim Goals: 

  

Based on the Executive Officer Summary Report for the December 18, 2023 special meeting 

(“EO Report”), it appears IBWC has failed to comply with the first time certain deadline in the 

Revised TSO. “The installation still requires electrical wiring. The USIBWC expects this pump 

to be operational by December 13, 2023.” EO Report at 2, FN 1. As stated in Directive 2, “[t]ask 

completion and construction of permanent controls by a date certain will be necessary for 

continued longterm compliance with secondary effluent limitations.” Does staff have any update 

regarding whether this pump is operational? Are there any consequences for IBWC’s failure to 

meet yet another deadline? 

 

Questions regarding PCBs and Benzidine: 

 

The EO Report states that “[t]he PCB and Benzidine exceedances were incorrectly self-reported 

by USIBWC. USIBWC confirmed that PCBs and Benzidine were not detected in the effluent. 

Instead, USIBWC reported the laboratory detection levels due to staff turnover and 

complications with their reporting software.” EO Report at 3.  

 



CERF & SDCK Comments 

Revised Tentative Time Schedule Order No. R9-2023-0189 

December 11, 2023 

Page 2 

__________________________________ 

 
 

CERF and Coastkeeper’s review of IBWC’s own self-monitoring reports (“SMRs) reflect Permit 

Effluent Limitations violations for both Benzidine and PCBs spanning from at least 2019 

through 2023. As such, we are concerned about the lack of evidence and information to 

substantiate the assertion that Benzidine and PCB exceedances were “incorrectly self-reported.” 

Staff turnover cannot explain exceedances spanning across five years. Similarly, complications 

with reporting software do not adequately explain five years of effluent violations. The purported 

explanation of incorrect self-reporting raises more questions than answers. Coastkeeper and 

CERF request the Board to provide additional information and clarity to the public, particularly 

in light of the substantial human and environmental health risks at stake. 

 

 Does the Board have lab reports from IBWC showing that these reported Benzidine and 

PCB levels on specific dates were not in fact in exceedance of the Effluent Limitations?  

 Is there any information or documentation from the lab and/or IBWC regarding how the 

inaccurate reporting occurred, including, but not limited to how staff turnover and/or 

reporting software errors led to inaccurate reporting?  

 On which dates were SMRs “incorrectly self-reported”? Has the Board received 

November 2023 effluent monitoring data from IBWC? 

 Have all staff turnover and/or staff training issues been resolved? If so, when? Has IBWC 

provided any documentation to establish this has been resolved? 

 Have all reporting software issues been resolved? If so, when? Has IBWC provided any 

documentation to establish this has been resolved? 

 Has the Regional Board directed IBWC to review other monitoring data? Has the 

Regional Board considered conducting split sampling of the SBOO discharge, to ensure 

that accurate data is being collected on levels of pollutants in the ITP’s discharge? 

 Have any other errors been identified aside from the errors for Benzidine and PCBs? 

CERF and Coastkeeper also identified numerous effluent exceedances for other toxic 

chemicals such as DDT, Heptachlor Epoxide, Hexachlorobenzene, and Toxaphene, 

which also span from 2019 to 2023.  

 

CERF and Coastkeeper suggest the Regional Board create or update1 a website specifically 

devoted to the Tijuana sewage crisis and the operation of the SBIWTP. This page should include 

all monitoring data, engineering reports, correspondence and reporting from IBWC to the 

Regional Board, all NOVs and other enforcement actions, all updates from IBWC on operational 

repairs and compliance with this Revised TSO, the currently operative revised permit, etc. 

Currently, this information either cannot be easily accessed online, and/or is not located in one 

place. As the Board is well aware, the SBIWTP and extensive sewage and wastewater flows 

have garnered international, attention. As such, creating and maintaining a centralized webpage 

dedicated to the Tijuana sewage crisis and the operation of the SBIWTP is in the public interest, 

and would contribute significantly to public understanding of operations, activities, and progress 

toward improvements at this Federally Owned Treatment Works.  

                                                           
1 The existing Regional Board website dedicated to the SBIWTP is woefully out of date. See 

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sandiego/water_issues/programs/iwtp/. 

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sandiego/water_issues/programs/iwtp/
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As always, please contact us if you have any questions or would like to discuss the preceding 

comments. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Livia Borak Beaudin      Patrick McDonough 

Attorney       Attorney 

Coastal Environmental Rights Foundation   San Diego Coastkeeper

  


