
September 19, 2023

The Honorable Chuck Schumer
Majority Leader
United States Senate
Washington DC 20510

The Honorable Patty Murray
Chair
U.S. Senate Committee on Appropriations
Washington DC 20510

Dear Leader Schumer and Chair Murray:

The undersigned organizations submit this letter in support of the request by Senator Feinstein and
Senator Padilla to include $310 million in upcoming supplemental emergency funding to address urgent
repairs needed at the failing South Bay International Wastewater Treatment Plant.1

The failing South Bay International Wastewater Treatment Plant (“ITP”) became inoperable due to
several years of deferred maintenance as well as damages and inundation sustained from Tropical Storm
Hilary. Flooding from the storm resulted in the plant receiving flows of 50 to 60 million gallons per day
above the plant’s permitted design limit of 25 million gallons per day. As a result, the ITP intentionally
diverted raw sewage into the Pacific Ocean to prevent further damages. Without repairs, untreated
sewage spills and releases continue to occur at the ITP, threatening southern California residents, U.S.
Border Patrol, NAVY personnel who train in contaminated waters, lifeguards and first responders who
are forced to perform rescues in contaminated waters, border communities, and coastal, wetland, and
marine wildlife due to exposure to dangerous levels of pollution, pathogens, and nutrients.

1 https://www.feinstein.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/press-releases?id=4F91C451-E652-4C7B-933C-09BE21BAF3F6



Sewage spills and polluted flows are not new for areas surrounding the Tijuana River Valley, where
frontline communities have been calling for a federal emergency declaration to address the chronic flow
of border pollution.2 Progress has finally been made with federal funding allocated through the United
States-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA) as well as the US Border Water Infrastructure Grant Program
(BWIP) to develop and advance the EPA Comprehensive Infrastructure Solution3 to repair and upgrade
treatment facilities at the US/Mexico Border. The Comprehensive Infrastructure Solution is designed to
both increase plant capacity and the broader distribution system to be able to adequately handle
wastewater flows. However, the recent damages and failures at the ITP are separate from this project,
and must be addressed before the EPA and other agencies can move forward with plant expansion.

It is our fear that the funding previously dedicated to the Comprehensive Infrastructure Solution to
address chronic issues of toxic pollution at the border by building long term capacity, will be redirected
to address short-term yet urgent repairs at the ITP. Action on both of these efforts is urgently needed.
Funding to address immediate ITP repairs must not be accomplished at the expense of rescinding
previously allocated funding meant to invest in the long term benefit of the region. Over 36 billion
gallons of polluted flows from the Tijuana River Valley have already harmed U.S. communities and
coastlines in 2023 alone.

Please ensure that $310 million is included in supplemental funding specifically for urgent ITP repairs;
and please respect the intent of the already designated funding provided by the USMCA and BWIP by
keeping it allocated to the Comprehensive Infrastructure Solution.

Thank you for all of your work and leadership. We appreciate your consideration of this urgent request
to protect public health, local economies, and critical ecosystems at the US/Mexico border.

Sincerely,

Sarah Davison
Clean Border Water Now Manager
Surfrider Foundation

Katie Day
Senior Manager of Science and Policy
Surfrider Foundation

Ben McCue
Executive Director
Outdoor Outreach

3 https://www.epa.gov/sustainable-water-infrastructure/tijuana-river-watershed-nepa-implementation

2https://thecoronadonews.com/2023/07/nonprofits-call-on-newsom-biden-to-declare-emergency-on-sewage-crisis/



Phillip Musegaas

Executive Director
San Diego Coastkeeper

Courtney Baltiyskyy
Vice President of Policy & Advocacy
YMCA of San Diego County

Dan Watman
Coordinator of Binational Friendship Garden of Native Plants
Friends of Friendship Park

Sara Ochoa
Programs Director
Coastal Environmental Rights Foundation

Laura Wilkinson Sinton
Marely Ramirez
Founders
StopTheSewage.org

Amy Steward
President and Founder
Emerald Keepers

Jules Jackson
Founder
Coastal Defenders

Laurie Broedling
San Diego Green Infrastructure Consortium

Carolyn Chase
CEO
San Diego EarthWorks



Joshua Piedra
Board Vice President
SanDiego350

Mario Ordoñez-Calderón
Executive Director
Un Mar de Colores

The Rev. Regan M. Schutz
Rector
Christ Episcopal Church & Day School

Serena Pelka
Policy Advocate
Climate Action Campaign

Jerry Sanders
President & CEO
San Diego Regional Chamber of Commerce

Serge Dedina Ph.D.
Executive Director
WILDCOAST

James A.Peugh
Conservation Chair
San Diego Audubon

Kyle Heiskala
Policy Co-Director
Environmental Health Coalition


