May 24, 2023

The Honorable Deb Haaland
Secretary

U.S Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Secretary Haaland,

Thank you for your leadership and commitment to reduce single-use plastics within the U.S.
Department of the Interior (DOI). We commend you for issuing Secretary's Order No. 3407,
which will phase out the procurement, sale, and distribution of single-use plastic products and
packaging across all DOI-managed lands by 2032. Today we are writing with a specific focus on
the National Park Service (NPS).

As the one-year anniversary of your secretarial order approaches, we are looking forward to
seeing a strong and swift NPS implementation plan that phases out single-use plastic items like
plastic and polystyrene food and beverage containers, bottles, straws, cups, cutlery, and
disposable plastic bags. In advance of the release, we are sending this outline of practical steps
forward. We recommend the following steps be included in the plan for NPS:

e Immediately discontinue the purchase of polystyrene products.

e Strongly support alternatives to single-use plastics and emphasize reusable systems
rather than single-use disposable items. Switch from single-use utensils to low-cost,
durable reusable utensils.

e Launch a zero-waste strategy for NPS offices and events using the Zero Waste Roadmap
by the National Park Conservation Association.

¢ Include provisions in all new concession contracts prohibiting the use of single-use
foodware-related products in park operations, including employee housing and dining.

¢ Prohibit greenwashing. Since less than 6% of disposed U.S. plastic is recycled and most
new plastics can only be recycled one or two times — the concept of a "plastics circular
economy" should not be considered a strategy.

e Invest substantially in park drinking water refill stations. Park websites and signage
should include information on water availability and status of water safety (not just when
it is unsafe). Ensure that all existing refill stations and water fountains have continued
access to potable water. NPS should use infrastructure funding and recycling grant
funding to install and repair water refill stations.

e Incorporate employee and visitor education in support of single-use plastics reduction in
parks, availability of water refill stations such as inclusion on park maps and the NPS
website, and awareness of product alternatives.

e Develop a robust timeline for implementation that incentivizes concessioners to “beat”
the 10 year phase-out.

e Partner with sustainability leaders in the 23 parks that phased out plastic water bottles
(implementing the 2011 NPS Director’s Policy Memo (PM) 11-03).



We represent a community of NGOs, Indigenous groups, and businesses who have advocated
for the phase-out of plastics within NPS for several years. In 2021, more than 300 NGOs and
businesses sent you a letter requesting that you direct NPS to eliminate the sale or distribution
of single-use plastics in our national parks. In response to the secretarial order in June 2022, we
sent you a letter to provide recommendations to shorten the 10-year timeline, prioritize reuse
and refill systems, and caution against bioplastic alternatives.

In June and August 2022, members of our coalition met with Department of the Interior staff to
provide a briefing on best practices for phasing out single-use plastics. Our recommendations
were based on access to resources and examples of other successful plastic phase-out plans.
Examples of past plastic phase-out plans include some of the nation's largest aquariums as well
as the national parks that implemented the 2011 director’s order on water bottles in national
parks.

We collectively applaud you for leading the way for our nation’s government to address the
harmful impacts of plastic pollution. Your department has the power to make an immensely
important impact on the environment as well as significantly boost the public's understanding of
this issue. We urge you to adopt a meaningful set of plans that moves NPS toward sustainable
and climate-neutral operations. The plan must include thoughtful prohibitions on single-use
plastics coupled with reuse and refill systems to fulfill your vision for a more plastic pollution-
free future for our nation.

Sincerely,
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