
May 24, 2023      

The Honorable Deb Haaland    
Secretary    
U.S Department of the Interior    
1849 C Street, NW    
Washington, DC 20240    
    

Dear Secretary Haaland, 

Thank you for your leadership and commitment to reduce single-use plastics within the U.S. 
Department of the Interior (DOI). We commend you for issuing Secretary's Order No. 3407, 
which will phase out the procurement, sale, and distribution of single-use plastic products and 
packaging across all DOI-managed lands by 2032. Today we are writing with a specific focus on 
the National Park Service (NPS). 
    
As the one-year anniversary of your secretarial order approaches, we are looking forward to 
seeing a strong and swift NPS implementation plan that phases out single-use plastic items like 
plastic and polystyrene food and beverage containers, bottles, straws, cups, cutlery, and 
disposable plastic bags. In advance of the release, we are sending this outline of practical steps 
forward. We recommend the following steps be included in the plan for NPS:   
  

• Immediately discontinue the purchase of polystyrene products. 
• Strongly support alternatives to single-use plastics and emphasize reusable systems 

rather than single-use disposable items. Switch from single-use utensils to low-cost, 
durable reusable utensils.  

• Launch a zero-waste strategy for NPS offices and events using the Zero Waste Roadmap 
by the National Park Conservation Association.    

• Include provisions in all new concession contracts prohibiting the use of single-use 
foodware-related products in park operations, including employee housing and dining. 

• Prohibit greenwashing. Since less than 6% of disposed U.S. plastic is recycled and most 
new plastics can only be recycled one or two times — the concept of a "plastics circular 
economy" should not be considered a strategy.      

• Invest substantially in park drinking water refill stations. Park websites and signage 
should include information on water availability and status of water safety (not just when 
it is unsafe). Ensure that all existing refill stations and water fountains have continued 
access to potable water. NPS should use infrastructure funding and recycling grant 
funding to install and repair water refill stations.  

• Incorporate employee and visitor education in support of single-use plastics reduction in 
parks, availability of water refill stations such as inclusion on park maps and the NPS 
website, and awareness of product alternatives.    

• Develop a robust timeline for implementation that incentivizes concessioners to “beat” 
the 10 year phase-out.    

• Partner with sustainability leaders in the 23 parks that phased out plastic water bottles 
(implementing the 2011 NPS Director’s Policy Memo (PM) 11-03).    
   



We represent a community of NGOs, Indigenous groups, and businesses who have advocated 
for the phase-out of plastics within NPS for several years. In 2021, more than 300 NGOs and 
businesses sent you a letter requesting that you direct NPS to eliminate the sale or distribution 
of single-use plastics in our national parks. In response to the secretarial order in June 2022, we 
sent you a letter to provide recommendations to shorten the 10-year timeline, prioritize reuse 
and refill systems, and caution against bioplastic alternatives.  
 
In June and August 2022, members of our coalition met with Department of the Interior staff to 
provide a briefing on best practices for phasing out single-use plastics. Our recommendations 
were based on access to resources and examples of other successful plastic phase-out plans. 
Examples of past plastic phase-out plans include some of the nation's largest aquariums as well 
as the national parks that implemented the 2011 director’s order on water bottles in national 
parks. 
 
We collectively applaud you for leading the way for our nation’s government to address the 
harmful impacts of plastic pollution. Your department has the power to make an immensely 
important impact on the environment as well as significantly boost the public's understanding of 
this issue. We urge you to adopt a meaningful set of plans that moves NPS toward sustainable 
and climate-neutral operations. The plan must include thoughtful prohibitions on single-use 
plastics coupled with reuse and refill systems to fulfill your vision for a more plastic pollution-
free future for our nation. 

Sincerely,      

 1000 Grandmothers for Future Generations    
 350 Seattle    
 5 Gyres    
 ABC Earth Care Team    
 Active San Gabriel Valley    
 Aina Momona    
 Alaska Environment    
 Alliance of Nurses for Healthy Environments    
 American Littoral Society    
 Aquarium Conservation Partnership    
 Arkansas Ozarks Waterkeeper, Inc.    
 Atchafalaya Basinkeeper    
 Association of Zoos and Aquariums    
 Azul    
 Azulita Project    
 B&P, Inc    
 Bainbridge Island Zero Waste    
 Bee Wild Outside     
 Between the Waters    
 Beyond Plastics    
 Big Blue & You    
 Blue Ocean Warriors    
 Bold Reuse    
 BYOB     



 Breathe Free Detroit    
 Breathe Project    
 Bring Your Own Connecticut (BYOCT)    
 Cafeteria Culture    
 Cahaba Riverkeeper     
 California Communities Against Toxics    
 California Public Interest Research Group (CALPIRG)    
 CALPIRG Students    
 Calyx    
 Cameron Park Zoo    
 Cape Perpetua Collaborative     
 Capital Region Interfaith Creation Care Coalition     
 Captain Planet Foundation    
 California Certified Organic Farmers    
 Center for Biological Diversity    
 Center for Coalfield Justice    
 Central Coast Land Conservancy    
 Chautauqua-Conewango Consortium, A Waterkeeper Alliance Affiliate   
 Chesapeake Legal Alliance    
 Chirping Birds Society    
 Choctawhatchee Riverkeeper     
 Church Women United in New York State    
 Clean Oceans International     
 Clean Virginia Waterways    
 Climate Action Alliance of the Valley    
 Climate Crisis Policy    
 Climate Reality Maryland    
 Climate Reality Project Orange County Chapter    
 Climate Tzedek, a committee of Congregation Netivot Shalom    
 Coastal Georgia Climate Reality Chapter    
 ColorBrightonGreen     
 Concerned Health Professionals of Pennsylvania    
 Coney Island Beautification Project, Inc.    
 Cook Inletkeeper    
 Corporate Accountability    
 Creation Justice Ministries    
 CupZero Inc    
 Debris Free Oceans   
 Devocean Pictures    
 Don't Waste Durham    
 Earth & Me    
 Earth Island Institute    
 EarthEcho International 

Elders Climate Action    
 Elders Climate Action Maryland    
 Emerald Keepers    
 Endangered Species Coalition     
 Engaging Every Student    
 Environment America    



 Environment Georgia    
 Environment Illinois    
 Environment Oregon    
 Environment Virginia    
 Environment Washington    
 Environmental Action    
 Environmental Action Community of Western North Carolina    
 Event Network 

Fenceline Watch    
 Florida Oceanographic Society    
 FracTracker Alliance    
 Free Flow Wines     
 FreshWater Accountability Project     
 Friends of Dyke Marsh    
 Friends of Palm Beach    
 Friends of the LA River    
 Friends of the Mariana Trench    
 Friends of the San Juans    
 GBC Sustainability Team  

GreenLatinos     
 Georgia Aquarium Inc.    
 Georgia Interfaith Power and Light    
 Gradible     
 Grassroots Environmental Education    
 Green Maynard    
 Green Schools Alliance    
 Greenpeace USA    
 Gunpowder Riverkeeper    
 Hackensack Riverkeeper    
 Harrison sustainability committee     
 Healthy Living Foundation    
 Healthy Ocean Coalition    
 Hispanic Access Foundation    
 HOMAGE, LLC    
 Hudson Riverkeeper    
 Humane Action Pittsburgh    
 Illinois Public Interest Research Group (PIRG)    
 Inland Ocean Coalition    
 International Marine Mammal Project of Earth Island Institute    
 Jack Johnson Music    
 Jae Rae Associates, Inc.    
 Jenkinson's Aquarium    
 John Muir Project of Earth Island Institute    
 Kansas City Zoo    
 Kokua Hawaii Foundation    
 League of Conservation Voters    
 Lite Foot Company LLC    
 Lopez-Wagner Strategies    
 Lynnhaven River NOW    



 Maison Jar LLC    
 Marine Mammal Alliance Nantucket (MMAN)    
 Massachusetts Public Interest Research Group (MASSPIRG)    
 Mermaid Tasha LLC    
 Micah Six Eight Mission    
 MikeArens.com    
 Milwaukee Riverkeeper    
 Mission Blue    
 Moms Clean Air Force    
 Muuse    
 Mystic Aquarium    
 Nassau Hiking & Outdoor Club     
 National Aquarium    
 National Mississippi River Museum & Aquarium    
 National Ocean Protection Coalition    
 National Stewardship Action Council    
 North Carolina Public Interest Research Group (NCPIRG)     
 News from the Neighborhood    
 National Parks Conservation Association    
 NY4WHALES    
 Occidental Arts and Ecology Center    
 Ocean Conservation Research    
 Ocean Defense Initiative    
 Ocean River Institute, Inc    
 Oceana     
 Oceanic Preservation Society    
 Office of Peace, Justice, and Ecological Integrity /Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth 
 Open Water    
 Oregon Coast Aquarium    
 Oregon Physicians for Social Responsibility    
 Organizing for Plastic Alternatives    
 Pacific Whale Foundation    
 Pacifica's Environmental Family    
 Paddle Out Plastic    
 PASUP (Pittsburghers Against Single Use Plastics)   
 Physicians for Social Responsibility Pennsylvania    
 Pittsburgh Zoo & Aquarium    
 Plaine Products    
 Plastic Free Future    
 Plastic Free Marin    
 Plastic Ocean Project, Inc     
 Plastic Pollution Coalition 

Plastic Solutions Fund    
 Plastics Free Initiative    
 Potomac Riverkeeper Network    
 Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility 

Puerto Rico Department of Natural and Environmental Resources     
 Puget Soundkeeper    
 r.Cup    



 Remark    
 Repair the Sea | Tikkun HaYam    
 Resource Depot    
 Resource Renewal Institute    
 Reusable Solutions    
 Rockaway Creates    
 Rogue Riverkeeper    
 Rozalia Project    
 Russian Hill Neighbors    
 Safer States    
 Sailors for the Sea Powered by Oceana    
 San Diego Coastkeeper     
 Sanctuary Education Advisory Specialists SEAS    
 Save Our Shores    
 Save the Albatross Coalition    
 Save the Pine Bush    
 Save the Sound    
 Scuba Shack Diving Services LLC    
 Sea Hugger    
 Seattle Aquarium    
 Seeding Sovereignty      
 Seneca Lake Guardian, a Waterkeeper Alliance Affiliate    
 Shark Stewards    
 Shedd Aquarium    
 Sheffield Saves    
 Sierra Club Loxahatchee Group    
 Sierra Club-Broward Group    
 Sioux Falls Zoo and Aquarium    
 Sisters of Charity of Nazareth Congregational Leadership    
 Sisters of Charity of Nazareth Western Province Leadership    
 SoCal 350 Climate Action    
 Society of Native Nations    
 South Carolina Aquarium    
 South Shore Audubon Society    
 Student Public Interest Research Groups (PIRGs)    
 Surfrider Foundation    
 Susie King Taylor Women's Institute and Ecology Center, Inc    
 Sustainable Mill Valley    
 Sustainable Roanoke    
 Sustainable Sharon Coalition    
 Sustainable Works    
 Taller Ecologico de Puerto Rico    
 TAO: Blue Economy and Blue Tech Consultants    
 Tennessee Riverkeeper    
 The Altai Project    
 The Bay Foundation    
 The Borneo Project    
 The Climate Reality Project San Diego Chapter     
 The Florida Aquarium    



 The Last Beach Cleanup    
 The Last Plastic Straw    
 The Ocean Foundation    
 The Ocean Project    
 The Richard Manso Law Office    
 The Science Exchange, a project of the Ocean Foundation    
 The Story of Stuff Project     
 Think Zero LLC    
 Three Rivers Waterkeeper    
 Thrive at Life: Working Solutions    
 Topanga.io    
 Toxic Free NC    
 Tsadik G Management LLC    
 Turtle Island Restoration Network    
 U.S. Public Interest Research Group    
 Uncommon Goods    
 Upper Allegheny Waterkeeper     
 Urban Ocean Lab    
 Virginia Aquarium & Marine Science Center    
 Virginia Coastal Alliance    
 Virginia Conservation Network    
 VolunteerCleanup.Org    
 Washington Physicians for Social Responsibility    
 Waterkeeper Alliance    
 Waterkeepers Chesapeake    
 Wayland Green Team    
 WESPAC Foundation, Inc.    
 Wild Cumberland    
 WILDCOAST    
 Winyah Rivers Alliance    
 Zero Waste Hawai‘i Island    
 Zero Waste Ithaca    
 Zero Waste Washington    
 ZeroWaste.Org      


