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“It is a curious sitij'ati_o-n that the séa, p >
from which life first arose should now_be- =
threatened by the activities of one form

of that life. But the sea, though changed

in a sinister way, will continue to exist;

the threat is rather to life itself.”

- Rachel Carson, The Sea Around Us
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A NOTE FROM OUR LEADERSHIP

Dear Friend,

As we look back at San Diego Coastkeeper's
accomplishments over 2019, a thematic through
line emerges. This was the year we truly dug
deeper.

Coastkeeper's reach has always belied its size.
Given our long history of powerful victories for
clean water - from negotiating a massive cleanup
of toxic sediment in San Diego Bay to ushering
through a deal that will provide San Diego with
83 million gallons of locally sourced, sustainable
freshwater per day - people are often surprised to
learn our staff size regularly hovers around six or
seven.

We credit our ability to have this kind of out-sized
impact to all the support offered by our
community, and how in turn, we are able to act as
an extension of that community - advocating for
clean water for all neighborhoods, providing
education to schools across the district, and
trusting our supporters, volunteers, partners, and
community activists to be our eyes and ears on
the ground.

But the reach of an organization is only one
measure of its impact. Yes, it's great to hit targets
and surpass expectations. (You'll still find plenty
of breadth within the following pages. 5,338
students reached. 16 polluters taken to task.
47,934 cigarette butts removed from San Diego
beaches. And more....) But we didn’t stop there.
We dug deeper. Not only did we provide locally
rooted science education to thousands of
students, we created a multiple engagement
structure that allowed us to visit a number of

times, develop lasting relationships with teachers,
and take entire classes on field trips to nearby
streams. Yes, we hosted cleanups up and down
the coast, but we also developed a strong new
relationship with land managers in the Otay River
Valley, for instance, and combined debris removal
with restoration work to create the conditions for
lasting recovery of crucial habitat and vital
community green space. Not only did we engage
polluters to ensure they clean up their act moving
forward, but we directed significant settlement
money toward other local non-profit partners
working tirelessly to restore San Diego's
watersheds, providing much-needed financial
support to organizations whose missions and
work we believe in.

In 2019, we dug deeper into our work, our
community, and the investment we make each
and every day to help usher in a more resilient,
equitable, and sustainable future for all people
and wildlife who call San Diego home.

As you read through the following pages, we
hope you will be inspired to dig deeper as well.

/ﬁ/f/W> o

Matt O'Malley
Executive Director & Managing Attorney

T L

Catherine Stiefel
President, Board of Directors
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2019
BY THE

11,895

Volunteers deployed to
local beaches, canyons,
and riverbeds to tally and
remove harmful debris

195
Activities conducted by
our education team -

including classroom visits,

field trips, mentorship
meetings, and more -
with local students and
teachers

16

Clean Water Act cases
pursued against polluters
to drive them to clean up
their acts

80,511

Dollars raised to support
clean water by our annual
fundraiser
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78

Percent of the 237,452
items of debris removed
from our beaches in 2019
that were made of plastic

TWO

Ride The Tide bike tours
hosted that gave dozens
of San Diegans a sneak
peek at the sustainability
projects in their
neighbors' backyards

130,000

Dollars of Supplemental
Environmental Project
funding we were able to
direct to partner non-
profits to conduct habitat
restoration

5,338

Students provided with
locally focused water and
climate science

ONE

Blue crab retired in favor
of a fresh new logo
depicting a stylized
coastal watershed
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PROGRAM

From education to outreach to habitat
restoration, Coastkeeper's environmental
programs keep our mission moving forward,
our values enacted, and our community
engaged.

COMMUNITY CLEANUPS

In 2019, the community cleanup program San
Diego Coastkeeper runs in partnership

with Surfrider Foundation San Diego Chapter
engaged 11,895 volunteers to remove over
237,452 individual items of debris from San
Diego’s coastline and watersheds. Over 78
percent of those items were found to be made
from plastic, and the top three most abundant
types of debris counted by volunteers were
cigarette butts (47,934), pieces of plastic foam
(34,104), and plastic food wrappers (25,473).
The total weight of the debris collected
throughout beach and riverbed cleanups in
2019 was 16,534 pounds. We are deeply
proud of our community for showing up to
volunteer, for preventing so much trash from
entering the ocean and becoming marine
debris, and for taking the time to have hard
conversations about how to create less trash
in the first place.

DIGGING DEEPER: The Otay River Valley

Throughout 2019, Coastkeeper worked with
land managers at Otay Valley Regional Park to
develop a partnership that would bring much-
needed stewardship activities to this often
overlooked local resource. The park is

a unique, 200 acre part of the Otay
Watershed through which flows eleven miles

K .Cleanup volunteers counted
and removed 47,934 cigarette
butts at cleanups in 2019

P

of the Otay River. The park provides critical
habitat for local wildlife and functions as
community green space for surrounding urban
neighborhoods, but suffers from
encroachment by both trash and invasive
plant species. With over a decade of
experience hosting beach cleanups under our
belt, Coastkeeper was confident that we could
help meet the need of the park for a more
robust and consistent stewardship program.

In the fall, we hosted our first community
restoration event at the park, which combined
a debris cleanup with invasive plant species
removal. 60 volunteers joined us and filled an
entire 40 cubic yard dumpster with trash and
invasive plants from the riverbed and
surrounding habitat, making the event a great
success!

The partnership continues in 2020, with
quarterly cleanup and restoration activities -
from tree planting to invasive removal -
planned for Otay Valley Regional Park.
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PROGRAM
HIGHLIGHTS

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

Coastkeeper's education program has a long
history of delivering locally rooted water and
climate education to schools across San
Diego. In 2019, we strove to create deeper
connections with students through

repeat engagements. We increased activities
facilitated, students reached, and schools
visited by over 40 percent. These efforts
provided 195 education activities to over
5,000 students within 46 schools, 56 percent
of which were in underserved communities.
The feedback we received from students and
teachers alike was positive and validating.

Coastkeeper educators took
397 students outdoors on
field trips in 2019

A favorite moment? When one second grader
mentioned, “My parents, brother and | pick up
trash on the beach, so we are kind of like
Coastkeepers too.”

DIGGING DEEPER: Walking Field Trips

In 2019, we began each watershed
awareness lesson with the question, "Is your
school within one mile of a waterway?"
Overwhelmingly, the answers were, "l don't
know." In order to root our lessons about local
watersheds into the lived experiences of San
Diego students, and to directly connect
students to the environment around them, we
began leading field trips outside to visit parks,
urban streams, and other watershed features.
In 2019, we led 12 walking field trips that
connected nearly 400 students to a local
waterway that shared the same watershed as
their school. Students witnessed firsthand
how trash from their school traveled to
adjacent streets and down storm drains,
which helped to solidify larger concepts of
how pollutants move through our watersheds
and to the ocean. In one instance, students
even observed packages from school lunches
in a local park! Students and teachers alike
appreciated the breath of fresh air, with one
teacher remarking that since the field trip, her
students "...are much more aware of the
environment and their ability to make a
difference in keeping our water clean.”

My parents, brother and
| pick up trash on the

beach, so we are kind of
like Coastkeepers too.
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PROGRAM
HIGHLIGHTS

ENVIRONMENTAL OUTREACH

Environmental outreach takes many forms at
Coastkeeper. In 2019, we released a series of
blog posts - supported by UC San Diego - that
explored the topic of water conservation
through a variety of creative lenses. We
delved into the water footprints of plastic
manufacturing and use, the clothing industry,
and different food groups. We kept tabs on
and shared stories about important
conservation legislation. We dug into the
dynamic relationship between water and
energy with a number of posts unpacking the
complicated but fascinating water-energy
nexus. In addition to publishing these
engaging articles, support from the City of
San Diego allowed us to begin development of
a new interactive watershed map that will
allow users to see all the communities,
environmental points of interest, protected
areas, and recreation opportunities they share
a watershed with.

DIVING DEEPER: Ride The Tide

In 2019, we launched an exciting new
community event series called Ride The Tide.
Working in partnership with our friends from
San Diego Institute For Sustainable Living and
Catching H20, and with support from UC San
Diego, we hosted two all-levels bike rides
that guided riders to half a dozen homes to
see first hand the innovative things their

g al 150

S o, |

@ Spending some quality time
A with other local activists

neighbors are doing and creating right in their
own backyards to localize their landscapes,
grow food, and reclaim the natural character
of their communities. The first ride took place
in May and explored projects in North Park,
South Park, and Golden Hill. The second ride
took place in October and visited homes in the
mid-city neighborhoods of Talmadge and
Kensington. Participants learned from local
water experts, checked out rainwater capture
and greywater recycling systems, took in
beautiful gardens growing food and native
plants, said hello to backyard chickens and
bees, and enjoyed locally sourced
refreshments and sustainability-oriented raffle
prizes along the way. In surveys sent out in
the days following, participants reported
feeling inspired, motivated, and more
connected to their neighborhoods and
watersheds as a result of the ride.

J

% Ride The Tide tour participants
enjoying a lush, sustainably ;
watered backyard

LA

e
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REVISITING THE

San Diego Coastkeeper's annual fundraiser
raised $80,511 to support the projects and
programs that protect clean water. California
Senate President pro Tempore Toni G. Atkins
delivered the evening's keynote address.

Each year, we raise a glass to the community
and partners who have supported the
progress we've made advancing the
protection and restoration of San Diego’s
rivers, streams, lagoons, bays, and coastline.

The 2019 Seaside Soirée brought together
almost 300 environmental leaders, community
advocates, decision-makers, business
partners, key stakeholders, and dedicated
supporters to reflect on and celebrate our
collective work towards achieving clean water,
a vibrant environment, and the community
that makes it all possible. We were inspired by
the passionate keynote address from
California Senate President pro Tempore Toni
G. Atkins, a true environmental champion. In
addition, thanks to the generosity of our

_A\’g

sponsors, supporters, and volunteers, Seaside
Soirée raised $80,511, which directly supports
our environmental education programs, our
community engagement activities, our cleanup
and restoration projects, and our clean water
advocacy efforts.




ADVOCACY HIGHLIGHTS

10

VICTORIES IN
CLEAN WATER

Whether engaging with polluting facilities to clean up their acts,
or helping advance local, regional, and statewide legislation that
protects clean water, fearless advocacy is at the heart of how
Coastkeeper creates lasting change for San Diego.

01 A Win for San Diego Bay

02

03

Working alongside our partners at Coastal Environmental
Rights Foundation (CERF), we successfully reached an
agreement with a major Chula Vista-based aerospace
manufacturer that has been contaminating the San Diego
Bay's waters since the 1940's. By the terms of our
agreement, they are required to cease operations on over 50
acres of bay-front property - a huge win for the waters of
the bay and a neighboring wildlife refuge. We hope to see
this space freed up for more accessible and sustainable
activities and for the enjoyment of visitors and San Diego
County residents alike.

Protecting Clean Water in Carlsbad

In partnership with CERF, we successfully negotiated an
agreement with a large garbage-hauling company to
drastically reduce toxic pollutants - including heavy metals
and bacteria - being discharged into Agua Hedionda Lagoon
and Canyon Del Las Encinas Creek, which are vital habitats
for wildlife as well as important community green spaces.

Cleaning Up Dirty Mining Practices

Also with CERF, we negotiated a comprehensive settlement
against several of the largest mining and concrete
manufacturing operations in the region, covering facilities
that discharge into the San Diego River, San Vicente Creek,
Rose Creek, Mission Bay, San Diego Bay, and the Pacific
Ocean. Our settlement reduces discharges of pollution into
these waters and protects environmental and human health
in National City, Lakeside, the City of San Diego, and
beyond.

Advocacy is

that
will unlock the
door to a more
just, resilient,
and sustainable
future.
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VICTORIES IN
ADVOCACY
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Getting To The Bottom Of Bacteria Sources

In 2019, we were appointed to the steering committee of a
groundbreaking study of anthropogenic sources of bacteria in
the San Diego River. The committee, made up of various
stakeholders and government agencies, finalized a work plan
for the study, which aims to uncover the precise origin of
bacteria posing significant risks to human health and lay the
groundwork for more effective and strategic pollution
reduction. We are optimistic the results will prove useful not
only in San Diego, but across California communities seeking
a data-driven approach to protecting health.

Advancing Local, Sustainable Water Supply

In 2019, we made another significant step toward our long-
term goal of providing San Diegans with a climate smart,
locally sourced water supply. We successfully advocated for
the approval of state legislation and local construction
documents for Pure Water, advancing Phase | of this first-of-
its-kind potable water recycling program. Once it is fully
operational, Pure Water will supply more than 83 million
gallons of drinking water per day - enough to meet about a
third of San Diego's current demand - while also
simultaneously reducing polluted discharges into the ocean.

Supporting Our Community
As a result of our Clean Water Act enforcement actions, we
were able to direct $130,000 of Supplemental Environmental
Project funding to other non-profits doing restoration work in
our coastal watersheds. Projects supported included San
Diego Audubon's work to restore critical estuarine habitat
through ReWild Mission Bay, Escondido Creek Conservancy's
work to design a creek restoration plan, and more. The
opportunity to bolster and amplify other organization's
strengths and successes in one of the most fulfilling things
about our work, and is an important part of Coastkeeper's
role in San Diego's environmental community.
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The people behind San Diego Coastkeeper

Matt O'Malley
Executive Director & Managing Attorney

Kristin Kuhn
Programs Director

Stephanie Ritter
Development Manager

Patrick McDonough
Staff Attorney

Erika Bjorkquist
Education Manager

Shannon Subers
Education Specialist

Marie Diaz
Marine Debris Coordinator

Tiffany Willis
Administrative Assistant

Samantha Sneen
Legal Intern

Catherine Stiefel
Board President

Samantha Murray
Board Vice President

Lani Lutar
Board Treasurer

Taya Lazootin
Board Secretary

Jack Brown
Board Member

Bruce Reznik
Board Member

Glen Schmidt
Board Member

Cindy Lin
Board Member

Alisa Valderrama
Board Member

Jim Perry
Science Advisor
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Thank you! Your generous donations help protect clean water that our communities and wildlife depend on.

$50,000 or more

City of San Diego

Coast Law Group

Coastal Environmental Rights
Foundation

Land-Sea Connection program of
Resources Legacy Fund made
possible by the Keith Campbell
Foundation for the Environment

Marisla Foundation

Stiefel Behner Charitable Fund

The San Diego Foundation

$10,000 - $49,999
County of San Diego
Hervey Family Fund at
The San Diego Foundation
The HW Fund at
The San Diego Foundation
Proposition 84 via University
of California, San Diego
San Diego Gas & Electric

$5,000 - $9,999

EarthShare California

The Elwyn Heller Foundation of
San Diego

Pacific Life Foundation

San Diego County Regional

Airport Authority

San Diego Unified Port District

$1,000 to $4,999
Accenture via Waterkeeper
Alliance
Anonymous (x15)
Susie Armstrong and

Keith Marzullo
BAE Systems
BWE
The Campbell Foundation
Casa de Manhana
Kelly Cavanaugh
Chatten-Brown & Carstens, LLP
CV Sciences
Ann and Bob Dynes
Mike and Susanna Flaster
Bruce and Betsy Gill
Stewart Halpern
Harrah's Rincon Casino & Resort
HOVE Social Good Intelligence
International Brotherhood

of Electrical Workers, Local 569
Marguerite Kaupp
Walter Kuhn
Pat Meagher and David Ritter
Mesa Rim Climbing Center
Metropolitan Water District of
Southern California
Miller Hull
Samantha Murray
Patagonia
Jim Perry and Nicole Boramanand

Allison and Robert Price Family
Foundation

Allison and Robert Price Family
Foundation in memory of
Patricia Marckwardt

Qualcomm Foundation

The Samuel I. & John Henry Fox
Foundation

San Diego County Building Trades
Council Family Housing
Corporation

Glen and Margie Schmidt

Schmidt Design Group

Scripps Institution of
Oceanography

Neil Senturia and Barbara Bry
Fund of the Jewish Community
Foundation

Six Maritime

Sunroad Enterprises

Sycuan Band of the Kumeyaay
Nation

$500 - $999

AT&T Foundation

Avery Dennison Corporation
Bay Alarm

BD

Clam & Clasp

CMG Mortgage
CommScope
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FUNDERS &
FINANCIALS

Cushman & Wakefield

Tershia d'Elgin

Elastic Cares

Environmental Health Coalition

Ethicon, A Johnson & Johnson
Medical Device Company

Chris Fikes

Bill Fletcher

FM Global Foundation

GKN Aerospace

llumina

Intel Corporation

Kauffman School

Stephanie Keffer via
James and Sandra Keffer
Charitable Fund

La Jolla Country Day School

Ligand Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

Little Mensches via
Lawrence Family Jewish
Community Centers

Lani Lutar

Lytx

Pamela Maher

Mapp Digital

Mitzi Mayer

Michael Meacham and
Debi Dodson

Mission Edge San Diego

Mitchell International in honor of
Troy McMonigal, Deborah
Hiland, Jim Gleason, Beau
Sullivan, Atri Kazemian, Lorena
Bourbon, Dawn Moskop, Rachel
Brown, and Angelo Outlaw

Northrop Grumman

OOPM Creative

Patrese Magliazzo

Ryan Pham

Roberta Raasveld-Inamdar

Rancho Guejito

RBC Wealth Management

Relation Edge

Bruce Reznik

Relation Edge

Bruce Reznik

Marcie Rothman

The Salmon Family Foundation
Sand Cloud

Seismic Software

Seventyl Environmental
SITA Information Networking
Computing USA

Kea Spurrier

Mary Temple

Tiger!Tiger! Tavern

Ty Tosdal

Eric Vajda

Dwight Worden

$100 - $499
Thomas Abram
Academy of Our Lady of Peace
Theresa Acerro
Amazon Smile
Lisa Applegate in memory of
R.L. Caldwell, Sr.
Keriann Backus via
Lucky Seven Foundation
Steve and Deb Baehrens
Sue Baker
Gary and Marian Barry
Teresa Arballo Barth
Chris Bellairs
Trent Biggs
Gary Boggs
Jennifer Bolger
Livia Borak
Adrienne Brian
Cory Briggs
Juliana Marques Bross
Jack Brown and
Jan Chatten-Brown
Buffalo Exchange
Krysten Burr-Rosenthal
Trish Butler and Cary Lowe
Nicole Capretz
Andrea Chapin
Josh Chatten-Brown
Annete Chavarria

Paul Chung

Sharon Cloward

Serenella Cosentino-Long

Sri Cressy

Daughters of the American
Revolution Linares Chapter

Gary and Denise David

Fran Day

Jacqueline Deane

Paige DeCino

Laura DeMarco

Paul Drake

James Dunford

Evari Consulting Inc.

Beryl and Edward Flom

Fuscoe Engineering

Ashley Goldman

Andrea Graham in honor of
Hannah Simon

Rebecca Hanovice

Jill Witkowski Heaps

Paul Horowitz

Erik Humphrey

Alyssa Hunt

Laura Hunter

The Illumina Foundation

Nora Jaffe

Morgan Justice-Black

Jay Katz

Shirley Kimmmich

Bill Kuni

Linda Larson

Lindsay LaShell

Shari Lawson in honor of
Jack Brown

Jane and Herbert Lazerow

Taya Lazootin

Sandra Lebron

Kathy Lin

Laurie Lindeneau

April Magner

Anupama Malladi

Daniel McAllister

Christian McDonald

John McDonough and
Mitzi Belknap
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FUNDERS &
FINANCIALS

Mitchell McKirnan

Nanda Mehta

Anne Middleton

Luke and Reid Miller

Tom Mills

Mission Hills United Church of
Christ

Lisa Moallemi

Anna Mosca

Patrick Mulvey

Clarence Nakata

Jason Nienberg

Jolyn Parker

Ed and Carolyn Parrish

Tom and Judy Parry

Pasha Automotive Services

Joe Passaretti

Bryan Pease

Doug Peters

John Pierce

Pledgeling Foundation

Grace Quigley

Susan Quillman

Hemalatha Rao

Christopher Reyes

Allison Rolfe

Christopher Roper

Barbara Roper and
Norm Applebaum

Wayne Rosenbaum

John Rouse

Margaret Sandke

Patti Saraniero and Ben Thoron

Brook Sarson

Steven Shapiro in honor of
Dave Engels

Sierra Club San Diego Chapter

Mitchell Silverstein

Jim and Kristen Smith

Jennifer Smith

Amanda Sousa

Paula Stober

SurfDiva, Inc.

Tafapolsky Smith Mehiman, LLP

Liz Taylor

Kenya Taylor

Megan and Chris Thomas

Michael Torti

Alisa Valderrama

Cristiane and Marcelo Valdez

Lydia Van Note

Eric and Mary VanBuhler

Geoff Voelker

Mike and Jackie Wasiluk

Paula Wasserman

John and Sara Wells

Meena Westford

Emily Wier

Larry Zimmerman

Bruce Zisser in honor of
Cindy and Steve Zisser

Pamela Zuckerman

$1-99

Carol Anderson

Alicia Appel

Claudia Baranowski

Cindy Benner

Jenny Blaylock

California Coast Credit Union

Elizabeth Carmichael

Diane Cree

Amber Cruikshank

Donna Cunningham

Emily Dame

DataFiles Technologies in honor of
Kristin Bumroongchart

Kevin Domaszewicz

Donna Dupont

Jeremy English

Kristen Fechner in honor of
Max Eisenstein

Natasha Flecha

Gelato Paradiso in honor of
Kenzi Rice

Michael Gilgun

Bill Golisch in memory of
William Golisch Jr

Flor Hernandez

Denise Hlavka in honor of
Matt O'Malley

Eunha Hoh

Keith Hunter in memory of
William Hunter

Doug, Staci, and Mosey Jackson

Mary Jefferson

Britta Justesen

Eric Karlan in honor of
Megan and Eliana Karlan

Jillian Kida

Alex and Wendy Kim

Jason Korniski

Casey Lide

Dominica Loperena

Macy's Foundation

Glen McClish

Melanie McDonald

Claudia Moscola

Donald Mosier

Dana Mosser

Brenda Patterson

Alanna Patton

Lydia Pellecer

Ryan Pothoven

Stevan Power

Melissa Prager

PricewaterhouseCoopers

Stephanie Ritter

Lyford Rome

Abhijit Roy

Betsy Rudee

Julie Rueckheim

Eryn Schnitzler in honor of
Max Eisenstein

Michael Senkier

Tina Shah

J Sarah Sorenson

Jordan Sorilla

Speedpro in honor of Kalli Turner

Cheryl Strong

The Ralphs/Food 4 Less Fund

Brian Trotier UnitedHealth Group

Stephanie Uthe

Julian Wahl

Marni Wilpert

Molly Zager

Joan Zilch
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A
FUNDERS &
FINANCIALS

2019 Revenue

Revenue
Government Grants $230,210
Foundation Grants $300,308
Corporate Giving $53,569
Individual Giving $210,941
Legal Income $210,265
Seaside Soirée $80,511
Other $2,236
Government (21.2%) [l Foundation (27.66%)
Total $1,088,040 B Corporate (4.93%) M Legal (19.36%)
B Individuals (19.43%) Events (7.41%)
2019 Expenses
Expenses
Programs $510,976
Management and General $40,367
Fundraising $113,729
Total $665,072
Net Assets
Beginning of Fiscal Year $866'949 B Programs (76.83%) M Fundraising (17.1%)
End of Fiscal Year $1,243,155 B Management and General (6.07%)
Change +$376,206

We strive to recognize every gift. If for any reason your gift has not been properly acknowledged,

please contact us at 619-758-7743 x111.
|
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Take
to protect clean water.

01 Join

02

03

04

Coastkeeper membership brings together passionate,
dedicated people committed to protecting clean water for
all San Diegans. With informative updates, tailored impact
reports, and new quarterly membership gatherings with
like-minded folks, there's never been a better time to join.

Partner

Community partnerships bring the strength of

strategic collaboration to environmental challenges.
Whether a company is sponsoring a community cleanup
or a teacher is working with our education team to bring
new knowledge and skills to their students, our partners
valued members of the Coastkeeper family.

Participate

With beach cleanups, riverbed restoration events,
watershed tour bike rides, and internships on offer, there
are a number of ways you can turn your time and talent
into meaningful change for our environment and
communities.

Give

The environment needs allies. Your donation to San Diego
Coastkeeper supports the time, talent, and tenacity it
takes to keep San Diego's rivers, streams, bays, and coast
protected for San Diego's communities, wildlife, and
environment.
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San Diego Coastkeeper protects and restores San
Diego County's rivers, streams, bays, beaches, and
coastline through a strategic combination of
education, community engagement, science, and
advocacy.

www.sdcoastkeeper.org
@SD_Coastkeeper

© 2020 San Diego Coastkeeper. All rights reserved. sdcoastkeeper.org



